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Les Harris and his Bantam, December 1993.
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Les cleaning his Bantam before racing. Photograph: Ken Maule.

Cover: Les interviewed for Seven Sharp. Tim Harris and Olivia Harris on the right. Photograph: Ashley Blair.



Les Harris 1925 — 2026

Les Harris, Bantam rider, thoroughly delightful gentleman and certified by Guinness World Records as
the oldest competitive motorcycle racer in the word, died earlier this year.

A 1926 New Imperial bought for £8 was Les’s first motorcycle, but his first serious race bike was a 1937
350cc BSA. Les first raced at Ohakea in the early 1950s and, after notching up some wins, became
hooked on motorcycle racing. In 1953 he was on the official programme of the Wanganui Cemetery
Circuit.

Work and family took over for many years. However, in the 1980s he discovered classic racing. Les
bought a pile of BSA Bantam parts which he put together and raced, breaking various Bantam records.
He also raced a 350cc Jawa.

After various medical emergencies, illnesses, broken ribs and a hip replacement Les was still keen to
ride.

A visit to the Cemetery Circuit in 2022 spurred him into racing again and with the help of family and
supporters he entered hill climbs and classic races. “Someone” suggested that he could possibly be the
oldest racing motorcyclist in the world, so family and friends raised the necessary funds, contacted
Guinness World Records and set the record process in motion.

In 2023, at the Pukekohe 43rd Classic Motorcycle Festival riding a Bantam and only a few weeks from
his 98" birthday, Les was officially certified as the oldest competitive male motorcycle racer in the word.
And to cap off this achievement, his granddaughter Olivia was riding with him — also on a Bantam.

Les Harris will long be remembered not only by family, close friends, the classic motorcycle racing
fraternity, Bantam fans and all who met him but by a world-wide group of fans who recognise his grit
and determination and are inspired by him.

“Les raced until the end. This avid motorcycle tinkerer and musician, club member and friend to all who
met him, entered his last race this week, and raced until the music stopped and the fuel tank ran empty.
And like a good two stroke BSA Bantam which he revered, he picked up the revs recently not wanting to
admit an inevitable stoppage.” Tim Harris’s tribute to his father Les.

You can see Zero To 100 - The Les Harris Story, a Sam Morgan film about Les here: https://
vimeo.com/1199282820 H



https://vimeo.com/1199282820
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Restoring a BSA 650cc A10
By John Neill

During my college days in the fifties | always admired the Golden Flash and said “One day I'll get one
of those.”

This story was first published in Beaded Wheels No. 282 October/November 2006, vcc.org.nz.

In May 1998 | saw a ‘55 model for sale in Beaded Wheels. It was said to be in good order with moderate
mileage. | took some advice which was to buy quickly before it was snapped up. On the strength of this |
drove to Auckland to pick up my new purchase.

You know the old story, things just don’t stack up as well as you expect. The paintwork was shabby after a
‘blow over’ in situ some time earlier. You could tell from the overspray on the oil pipes and wiring etc. It had
rust popping up under the petrol tank chrome, and battery acid spill over the paint work around the inside
of the frame and rear suspension.

It appeared to run well in the garage so | proceeded with a road test. What fun! After one kilometre | knew
the bike was under geared to b.... revving its ring out at 50mph and with the clutch slipping as well.

The owner said he had trailered the bike to rallies and that | most probably rode the bike harder than he
ever did. “What crap,” | said to myself. But the bike appeared to be original with all correct parts, nuts bolts
etc so we agreed on a price and | took it home to Lower Hutt.

In the garage | found the engine sprocket was a tooth too small and the clutch was a combination of
Triumph and BSA parts with no adapter for the Triumph clutch basket. What a mess. The carburettor was
taken off to clean and was found to be 15/16" instead of 11/16". The exhaust pipes and mufflers were
pattern types made in New Zealand and scraped the road during cornering because of incorrect pipe bends
that made the mufflers lower than originals. Additional longer brackets had been made to meet up with the
correct mounting that includes the rear footrests

The seat was a saggy pattern type. So with new correct seat base with rubber mountings that are supported
by the rear frame rails, together with British made Toga exhausts and mufflers, a new carburettor and a
correct Triumph four spring clutch conversion, the bike went really well for a few years.

During my many rides a rattling noise was steadily getting worse, especially on the overrun, with lots of
smoke and the motor could be heard talking to you at idle some metres away. | would have to investigate
this noise. Could it be a piston or small end? On stripping the barrels off it was found that the little end bush
had spun in the conrod with about 15-20thou wear on the bronze bush and the rings were shot. Some
attempt had been made to repair this problem before as the bush was oversize and you could see the
reaming chatter marks in the alloy rod. It looked as if it had been done without stripping the engine some
years back. All the hallmarks of a Heath Robinson job.

After removing the engine | made the decision to fully restore the machine. The engine was stripped and
then the fun began. The rods had mis-matched big end caps, the crankshaft had a 3 thou taper across all the
journals due to incorrect set up when last ground. Now to locate a second hand small journal crank. Believe
it or not, | obtained a standard crank which had 20 thou wear on the left journal. On removing the oil sludge
trap screws, | found that the left trap was chock full with sludge that had set like concrete. | had to drill it out
and wire brush it clean with the electric drill. The original owner probably never changed the oil because the
right one was pretty good generally.

| was told that alloy rods tend to break once an engine is overhauled and it would be wise to obtain new
ones. After many internet inquiries | located a set of steel Carrillo rods from a BSA Club member. Now we
were in business. The head was completely overhauled with hardened seats for the exhaust valves and all
surfaces re-ground flat including the head bolt areas, which were concave and allowed the head to leak oil
during long trips because of unequal bolt tensions.

New valves and springs were fitted. All the alloy castings were bead blasted and outer covers repolished.
Remarkably the gearbox and suspensions were in good order with the replacement of the odd bearing or
two. | could not obtain new pistons in New Zealand but obtained some through SRM in England. This was
not without difficulties. | had to send one back because of casting faults in the piston crown, holes of 2-3mm
deep.


http://vcc.org.nz/

The rings were meant to be Hepolite but had no identification marks or the right colour, which is
particular to Hepolite. Also, the end gaps ranged from 9 thou to 35 thou. Not bad for new ones? |
indicated that | was not pleased and after phone calls SRM duly rectified the situation and replaced the
parts. They were very apologetic and mystified as to how such a thing could happen.

Collier Motor Engineers at Levin balanced the crankshaft with the new rods, pistons, etc on their latest
balancing machine. The software programme tells the operator the size of cutter to use, the depth of cut
and the length, if material is to be removed from circumference of the flywheels. An excellent job overall.

The engine was assembled using Loctite 518 Master Gasket on all mating surfaces whether using gaskets
or not. This is good stuff, with leaks kept to a minimum, only the odd drip after a day or so. There is an old
saying that if your old British bike does not leak oil then there may not be any oil to leak. During the time |
was working on the engine | had completely stripped the rest of the bike and had all the painted parts dip
stripped at Metal Immersions in Tawa. So much better to prepare for painting and you do find out all the
funny things that are hidden under the paint that need attention. The metal work that needed chroming
or re-chroming was sent to Gisborne Replaters who still do it in the old-fashioned way with a copper base.
It is expensive but the chroming is excellent with a really deep shine. Well worth the effort.

Meantime Basil Gowenlock, the owner of Classic Auto Restorations Services in Upper Hutt, was preparing
the rest of the bike for painting and a great job he has done. The colour is a golden beige which we both
agreed on after trials spraying on metal strips. We consulted some original colours from the bike and from
photographs of Golden Flashes displayed in Classic Bike magazines. A clear coat was sprayed to enhance
the finish.

When replacing the wheel spokes with stainless ones we found that the front wheel was incorrect for the
brake drum size which was for a seven inch one instead of the correct eight inch drum. To get the spokes
to meet the angles required smaller diameter ones had been used. This could have been pretty serious
especially as the front brake is the main one for stopping and there was movement within the rim holes.
This was overcome with the purchase of a new correct rim.

At this stage the magneto was overhauled by our top magman Doug Banks. It was working well before the
restoration so | was expecting a maintenance check and adjustment etc. But no, Doug informed me that
the body had been modified to accept larger than standard bearings and the oil seal could not do its job
properly. The overhaul included a correct one with new and reconditioned parts fitted. Of course it now
performs flawlessly and is back to standard.

All the bolts and nuts, particular to BSA manufacture, were buffed of all rust and paint etc and bright
zinced at Page Platers in Naenae. The engine plates were gold zinced. Basil rang to say the painting was
finished. When all the bits and pieces were spread out on the garage floor at home with the chrome work
it looked almost too good to assemble. Within a couple of months it fitted together like clockwork with
new tyres and new Hagon rear suspension units.

The bike was running in time for the BSA National Rally in Wanganui during March 2004 where it won the
Riders Choice prize. To protect the engine | have fitted a modern oil filter on the return line to the oil tank.
| have not totalled up the restoration. | gave up after $5,000, but | do not mind as there are no short cuts
or make dos and the bike is back to just about how it was when it left the factory. The only modifications
are to make it perform and last better.

My passion during retirement has been riding and restoring BSAs and | have three. Great fun when riding
on our back country roads and the thrill is as good as it gets at my age. The Golden Flash, saviour of the
universe, as one magazine reporter described it, is a flexible, silky smooth performer with faultless
handling to boot and is in my unbiased opinion the best all round vertical twin. The A10 model certainly
provided the BSA factory with full order books for about 17 years of production with profits to match. It
should be going strong many years after | have departed the scene. | thank my wife Lin for her support
and encouragement with my restoration projects. My bribe to her was an MX5 Roadster which classic
members tell me is a Japanese MG. B

See page 15 for photographs.



Vinterskjelven

“A dedicated outdoor winter motorcycle
meetup and tent campout, hosted in Norway
by the Norwegian Veteran Motor-cycle Club.”

By Toon Noel, Belgium. Part 2

Upon arrival, we found most bikers had already arrived and were
busy setting up their tents. Because we arrived a day later,
Torgeir had set up our tent whole alone, an old round army tent
with a wood stove in the middle. There were carpets on the
plastic groundsheet on which we installed our beds and then got
to meet the others.

We had to tell our story of our outward journey a few times, but
with the necessary speaking fluid there was no problem!

The center of the rally is a shelter with three walls in which there ___
were some tables and benches. Everyone was there in full
motorcycle gear chatting under a small LED light because there
was no electricity! They drank a lot of coffee mixed with stronger
booze, the reason is that they couldn’t bring crates of beer on
their motorcycles! Only we brought beer in the van! At 9 pm we
started a delicious BBQ, and the evening went by nicely, we
joined the unintelligible Norwegians and soon everyone started
to speak English, yes also to each others so that we could
understand. Very friendly, but after a few "coffees" even that
English was no longer really understandable.

We crawled into our sleeping bags and tried to sleep. After a few hours the stove in
the tent went out and it started to get very fresh or - cold! | put on my sweater! e B =
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We got dressed and had a delicious breakfast, a breakfast that everyone prepared
for themselves. Torgeir made ours for us, just a very simple breakfast with smoked
salmon, scampi, eggs, caviar, so very ordinary! There was no tour provided there, it
was already the art to get here. The day passed quietly, we took a walk down to the
fjord, and listened to the wild campfire stories of the others. We put a sausage on a
stick and fried it over the open fire in front of the shelter, the cook put his food on
the table and everyone started peeling and cutting the potatoes and vegetables,
after which the cook prepared a delicious stew of deer. The tables were provided
with white tablecloths with beautiful plates and wine glasses. During and after
dinner several speeches were given, also by myself to give Torgeir his present. We
all received a beautiful certificate and a beautiful ice star. Peter received a souvenir
as the oldest participant on a motorcycle, we were also regarded as guests of
honour and received a glass on a silver chain, stating that NO ONE may refuse to fill
our glass with their drink if we present this glass to them. We are going to test this
at the SC this year in Friesland!

Wild campfire stories continue under the shed, songs were sung around the fire, or
in the tent where they also chatted around the stove.

No rally without traditional rituals: During one of the previous rallies, a tree was cut
down accidentally and then the group placed another birch, which is honored every
year with a song and everyone must then give a bit of their drink to the birch to give
it a long and solid life.

At bedtime, Torgeir gave me a survival bag to put my sleeping bag in and this was
really a lot warmer, which made me sweat at night!

The whole weekend it was alternating sun, snow or hail showers. But on Sunday when we came to clean up,
fortunately it remained dry. Everyone left for home after everything was cleaned up.



When everything was loaded we left too. What a pleasure it was to enter a warm house!!! A necessary shower,
a delicious meal and we are reborned again!

We had a very quiet day, checked engines, sorted and repacked luggage, chatted a lot and went to bed in time
because the next day we will be back on the road!

After a delicious breakfast we were back on the road at 9 am, 228 km on the schedule to Dovre, temp above 0,
but the heavy fog and rain ensured that my glasses fogged up
when the screen was closed, so screen open again! Once out of
the fjord and over the first ridge it cleared up and even the sun
came through, there was very little traffic on the road and we rode
very leisurely to run in the new parts and so we could enjoy the
beautiful surroundings . We could not admire it on the outward
journey as we were focused on the tracks and riding in the fog and =
rain or it was dark. So today we had time to enjoy it to the fullest. e
It was uphill steadily and driving at 70 in 3rd so as not to stress the
engine too much. After the necessary refueling and coffee stops at
recognizable places, we arrived in Dovre at 3 pm, the first day that we had completed the planned route!!

We got install our cabin and enjoyed a delicious fish menu in the restaurant. The place was almost empty after
the lunch time until a bus was landing with oldies who were just
returning from skiing leave in Lillehammer. Wow!! It must have
been more apres ski than on the slopes because if they went
skiing | certainly wouldn't want to pay that insurance policy! |
think the local catering has earned more than the ski rental! Some
cougars with an overfitting outfit that looked more like a Michelin
mascot than anything else, think they could turn on the local
truckers, but they cared more about their food than the ladies!

After a few well-deserved pints we were in our cabin at 6 pm and
didn't know what to do! A nice shower and then we watched the
Norwegian version of The Big Bang Theory. Fortunately they spoke English with Norwegian subtitles.

From tomorrow it will be downhill towards the sea and a short drive of 180km is on the program to the next
stop in Rudshggda.

We slept until 8 am, then the usual morning rituals, a delicious breakfast at the very friendly hostess, and the
necessary coffee of course.

We loaded the bikes and by 9 am were back on the track. The sun was shining and, we were very relaxed, we
had more than enough time. In principle 180 km is one stop halfway, but we were
here on the ski plateau and it was considerably cooler here than yesterday, two stops
then. At 3 o'clock we were at our destination. First we looked for some oil for my
friend, but that’s no sinecure, just find ordinary real mineral oil today, man, o, man!
On the other side of the motorway was another gas station, we checked it out, same
products there, f** again. There's also a trucker's workshop there, but nothing either,
but the guy sent us back this side of the motorway to a garden shop. In the end, the
lawn machine oil will be the only non synthetic oil, so we took that. Put the oil in the
room near the heating so that it will be already warmed up in the morning. Then to
the resto with chocolate specialties for a nice meal but unfortunately, it closed at 3
pm, back to the other side of the motorway where we had a delicious normal day
menu with a nice pint for 12.5 €. After a little walk back, we first checked what time
we could have breakfast, oops, it's open from 11am, nope again! We made the plans
for tomorrow and decided to be on the track before 8 am so that we can have
breakfast during the first stop after refueling. We have 280 km to go, and before 16.30
we have to check in at the ferry in Larvik. We also wanted to say hello in the Ducati '
shop, so we had to leave on time! It might still be wet and or a little slippery on the
way.

We were ready again! At 7 o'clock the alarm went off. First a coffee with a currant bun in the fuel station,
everything loaded and back on the track! Then we found that the batteries of my devices were not charged,
only two of the 10 sockets in the room had power, so bad luck! Not only these batteries, the motorcycle



battery had some problems too, it was much too cold and a Boyer ignition really needs 12V. While checking all
sorts of things, probably connected wrong somewhere and bang, the ignition module f** up.

So Plan G, we called Torgeir to find out if he knew anyone around there who could help us, and yes he did!!!
Peter on his motorbike picked up a module. In the meantime | rebooked the ferry and the accommodation for
that night. The module was installed and just after noon we were back on the track! During one of the coffee
stops, a guy came up to us who admired our bikes and proudly showed off his BSA buckle! Driving a Gold Star
himself but he was not member of the BSAOC NO, so we advised him to join and make the cozy family bigger!
Later that evening we arrived in Larvik, we hoped to be able to wait inside
somewhere, but nope, everything was closed so we returned to civilization and
found a fuel station that was open 24 hours and so we asked if we could wait
there until early the next day. Sounds familiar! Leavie here in time tomorrow
and get on the boat! From Hirthals to the garage and further home!! But first
we installed ourselves in the residence "Deli de Luca" a B&B (Bench and
breakfast). At 6 am we started the engines and drove to the ferry, everything
was open and we were waiting in line. We were allowed to join the trucks
because there were the mounting points in the floor where we could tie down
the bikes ourselves. We got to the resto at 8 to enjoy a delicious breakfast.
Everyone stormed to the buffet so we waited a while! Egg, bacon, beans,
sausage, chips, and so much more!

If all the coffee we drank was fair trade, they can build two new schools over
there with the proceeds from us, | think.

As usual after dinner, most of the guests fall over on the benches to take a nap, unfortunately there was a
gendarme walking around there who promptly put everyone back in their seats, resulting in many getting up
and looking for a bench elsewhere on the ship to lie down! So did we, and came back for a snack then we
before lunch. Just too late, the buffet was already closed! Only the coffee and soda machines still worked, then
just a cup of coffee! By noon we arrived in Hirthals, put on our gear, unpluged the bikes and off we went! Filled
up the first service station and go!! Up to Hobro looking for the van!! And yes, she is waiting impatiently for us.
First we ask inside for the bill, my goodness!! more than 1000 € for a new fuel pump!

| asked if this was a gold one and the guy behind the counter said very kindly and dryly yes and with diamonds!
When checking the invoice, it appeared that they have placed a container that injects a fluid into the exhaust
system to reduce pollution, | let them know that this was really not the intention, but it is in it, we pay and
started loading everything to go to Belgium!! Home!! First changed clothes, jeans and a sweater almost felt like
driving in your swimming trunks if you've been wearing that much gear every day for two weeks!

A regular coffee stop with a sausage sandwich, as always, brought us to Els in the early morning, read 01.15
am, who is of course very happy that her sweetheart is home, the motorcycle in the garage and me on my way
to my sweetheart! a shower and my own bed!!

There is a large lump of Norwegian salt with some motorcycle in it waiting for a very big cleaning, for Peter
already this weekend because he has to work Monday, for me, first unload everything and start washing and
then get started with the motorcycle and equipment on Monday!

It was a fantastic experience, very glad we did it, but we are also very happy to be back home!

It's not the destination, it’s all about the journey!!
And Hell Yeah, what a ride!! B




News from the Vice President (President Tim Gilbert is currently overseas)

Regan Littlewood, Vice President NZ BSA MOC

Don Padgett is organising two Auckland rides. The first, the
'Northern Wanderer', is on Sunday 18 October. This is a ride to
Mangawhai Hotel, leaving from Caltex Dairy Flat around 10am.

The second event is the annual Rods of Bullen ride, this year to
Mathesons Bay, near Leigh, just north of Auckland. Leaving from
the Caltex Dairy Flat around 10am on Sunday 1 November, the
ride will be up HW16 then along Woodcocks Road, then out to
Mathesons Bay where there will be a barbecue.

Next year's National Rally, organised by the Canterbury B.S.A.
Motorcycle Owners Club, is to be held at Cracroft Guiding Centre,
Christchurch from the 2 — 4 April 2027. This is the Girl Guides'
camp/event venue which is the same location as the 2021
Canterbury BSAOC Rally. The intended venue at Glenroy was
booked out, and they had to find an alternative. More details as
they are confirmed.

A non-BSA event that is worth mentioning is Catalina Classics at
Hobsonville Point, on Sunday 20 September from 10am onwards.
Billed as “a laid-back gathering celebrating beautiful machines,
good people and a stunning slice of Auckland history” it is open
to all classic and post classic motorcycles. It is a fantastic
opportunity for the public to wander around all the bikes,

Regalia has been on the Committee’s agenda. | am very much
looking forward to progressing this and working out what we are
going to do in terms of future sales. There is the possibility of
online purchases via the website. &

Join us for the next Catalina Classic Meet-Up — a laid-back gathering
celebrating beautiful machines, good people, and a stunning slice of
Auckland history.

™ Sunday 20th September, 10am onwards
Q catalina Bay, Hobsonville Point

Bring your bike, your stories, or just come along to admire the lineup
and soak up the atmosphere.

_———

_——
e —— — — — —]

A very wet day but a few hardy Wellington bikers turned up at Ground Up Cafe,
Pauatahanui on 9 August. Photograph Simon Byrne.



A Confidential Factory Dealer Note

Preparation of B31 and B32 engine. For grass and sand racing. Issue #1.

Note.

The information contained in the following pages is for private circulation only and it is not intended
that copies should be supplied direct to riders. The power output of certain engines is limited by
factors which cannot be altered and these factors are indicated where necessary. It is obviously
unwise for this knowledge to be passed on.

When possible, part numbers are are quoted to assist in the supply of components, but it should be
made quite clear to riders requiring these special items that the remainder of the work which must be
carried out on the engine to prepare it for the above events will be of necessity have to be performed
by themselves.

The various modifications are tabulated below.

Crankshaft.

Examine the connecting rod and crankpin for wear, returning them to the B.S.A. Service Department
for reconditioning if necessary. It is advantageous to lighten the flywheel for racing purposes, since
this will improve acceleration and deceleration. The wheels can be machined on the faces of the rims
with a large radius at the two edges, but do not machine the outside diameters or the balance weight
faces, since in the latter ones the flywheels assembly will require rebalancing. (The standard figure for
rebalancing being 52% of the reciprocating weight.)

It is also advantageous to use a crankpin No. 65-262 which has the threads increased to 7/8” diameter
with larger nuts part number 65-1327 to suit, the latter having their faces ground square with the
threads. This modification may mean some alteration to the main shaft boss on the flywheel to ensure
clearance for the nut, and a grub screw should be tapped into the flywheel close to a flat on the crank
pin nut to act as a locking device. Re-balance to the figure quoted above. After reassembly, the
accuracy of the alignment of the flywheels and main shafts must be of a high order, the shafts being
true to within .001”. (See notes headed Crankcase.) Check that the connecting rod has a .006” - .012”
side play at the big end. The bearing on the crankcase drive side should be replaced by a ball race,
(Part number 24-782. This will require the distance piece between the bearings to be reduced in
length by .040” which must be done accurately to ensure that the ends are absolutely parallel. The
ball race must then be located carefully so that the distance piece does not press unduly against the
bearing centres and cause stiff rotation. A shim .040” thick must be fitted between the oil flinger
washer and the ball race to ensure that the flywheels are correctly positioned. This item has caused
failures in the past and the method outlined above is the remedy since the ball race cannot move
endwise.

Crankcase.

Fit the flywheel assembly to the drive side of the crankcase and add the driving sprocket centre,
packing pieces, etc, locking all up tightly. The flywheels must rotate freely, and if not, the end faces of
the packing pieces should be examined and trued. With the flywheel assembly in the drive side of the
case only, check that the connecting rod is centrally disposed in relation to the joint face of the case. If
necessary, alter the number of packing shims in the main shaft until corrected.

Now examine the timing side of the mainshaft and make certain that it is true to within .001”. Having
once trued the flywheel assembly, if the cush drive sleeve is taken off for any reason, it must be
replaced on the same splines from which it was removed. Place the magneto straps in position and
assemble the timing side of the crankcase.

If it is found that the main shaft is unduly tight in the bearing the shaft may be eased with a suitable
grade of emery cloth, finishing off with the smoothest grade.
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The two halves of the crankcase. Must fit closely in the faces for the cylinder barrel and the Magneto
must be correctly aligned. The oil pump should not be dismantled unless absolutely necessary. But if
this is done, use jointing compound and sparingly on all faces when reassembling. Take care not to
over tighten the locking bolts when replacing the pump. Check that the end play of the cams without
rigger plate in position is .002 thousandths. Adding shims if necessary or alternatively grinding the
camp opinion and face until the correct clearance is obtained.

Connecting Rod Alignment.

It is essential for the crankpin and gudgeon pin to be parallel with each other. One method of
ascertaining this is to fit the piston without its rings and add the cylinder barrel which should be bolted
firmly to the crankcase. Turn the engine slowly by hand, when it will be observed whether or not the
piston is pressed to one side of the bore. If this is the case, then the connecting rod must be re-set.

Breather.

To prevent undue loss of oil through the breather at high speeds, three holes should be drilled in the
crankcase wall (behind the flywheels and timing gear) as follows: One 7/32” diameter hole behind
each tappet foot, ie in the cam spindle boss, and one 1/4” diameter hole in the bottom right hand
corner of the timing case, just below, and as close as possible to the boss to which is bolted the
outrigger plate.

Magneto.

When fitting the magneto, make sure that its pinion has a little backlash with its mating pinion. Shims
are available for inserting beneath the magneto. In order to obtain this backlash and to avoid the
possibility of error, temporarily remove the oil seal when the check is made. Finally, slack and the
Magneto strap and press the Magneto lightly against the oil seal. Re tighten the strap.

(This was found in a file of documents that came with a recently purchased 1950 BSA.)

BSA Factory Floor.
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RETAIL
PRICE
LIST

3SA 350,500
and 600 Pre-unit 25
Singles - it/

.....

MOTORCYCLES
& SPARES LTD

9-11 Lloyd Street, Wellington,

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE
PHONE # 04-3848819

From the past: 1992 British Spares Catalogue cover.
19” Avon Speedmaster $110 (now $265) 66-3908 Chain Wheel $135 (now $202, but OS)
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Wanted

> 1950 plunger BSA B31 Looking for the following to complete my B31 that | have just rescued.
* A single saddle and a pillion saddle in any condition  * Standard oil tank
* Rear hinged section of a rear guard * Air cleaner for standard carb.
* Pillion rear footrests. Contact Bryce Clifford bkclifford@inspire.net.nz or text/call 027 965 0447

> B31 or B33 as a rebuild project. Any condition considered as long as it is complete. Peter Sacree 021 936460

petersacree@hotmail.co.nz , ‘ :‘

> Looking for a star badge to go on my 1963 C15 (top right) Bruce Verrall 0224625581

> Wanted: Plunger B31 toolbox, part No. 67-9007, in good condition Email ashleybsa@xtra.co.nz

> 1932 Panther 250 crankcases as per attached photo and any make, pre
1925 200-350 cc motorcycle. Phone Wayne 07-8637232 or email
pam.wayne.c@gmail.com

For Sale

> 250 Star parts Catalogue 5105. Service charts 1 to 7 250 and 350 Star. Contact John Wicken 09 278 2190 or
0274805627
> 1952 or 1953 Bantam (Green) Registration on hold, runs well, $3500 ono.

1953 Bantam, (Black) No spark but turns over well. Some non original parts, eg carb. May not take too much to
get running in the right hands. $1000 ono. Contact sam.sue@xtra.co.nz or 027 6208 074

> BSA Oil Tank | can see some faint writing where someone has written Rigid B31, B33. Not sure
what year, excellent condition. Dave Palmer 021443842. Offers.

> BSA A65 barrel and piston/rings set 80 thou over - 1970 onwards with 3/8" base studs. All set
and ready to be installed - $500. Also A65 gearbox cluster in VERY good condition - $250. Phone Tim Reeves
0274418418 Wellington. g

> 1951 BSA B33 Has been all over New Zealand: Bluff, Cape Reinga,
Cape Egmont, East Cape and all the South Island passes more than
once — except Danseys Pass.
Definitely not concours, new tyres, runs well but will need some clutch
work. Rego on hold, last WOF to Sept 2024.
Reluctant sale because of "one in one out policy”. $4,000. Contact:
Ashley Blair 027 227 8603

Fuel tank liner

£Le s S & :
~ Red-Kote' Stops and protects

against
CYCLES & PA_'[NT E:. leaks and weeps.

Specialist Motorcycle Painting and Restorations
For All Vintage and Classic Motorcycles

Contact: 022 524 8059
motocyclesandpaint@gmail.com
motocyclesandpaint.co.nz

" FUEL TANK LINER

Contact:
peter.alderdice@me.com

f.’."/"illlf.’

{

021 743 906
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New Zealand BSA Motorcycle Owners’ Club Incorporated

The New Zealand BSA Owners’ Club is dedicated to the preservation and
active use of BSA motorcycles and motorcycles from the BSA group

The Southern Star is published bi-monthly. A National Rally is held each year.

Committee Members

President Tim Gilbert 021 727 660 desmoconsulting@gmail.com
Vice President Regan Littlewood | 021 1860589 |reganlittlewood@live.com
Secretary Simon Byrne 022 6003239 |byrne.home2@gmail.com
Treasurer Scott Manning 04 479 6233 scott.manning@hotmail.co.nz

Organising Officers

Membership Ashley Blair 027 227 8603 | ashleybsa@xtra.co.nz

Club Captain Don Padgett 0274933417 |foreshore.plumbing@xtra.co.nz

Regalia & Promotions Regan Littlewood | 021 1860589 |reganlittlewood@live.com

Southern Star Editor Margaret Blair 0211373 263 | ashleyblair@xtra.co.nz

Southern Star Distribution Peter Riddell 06 3788 321 priddell@xtra.co.nz

Facebook Editor Simon Byrne 022 6003239 |byrne.home2@gmail.com

Web Editor Simon Byrne 022 6003239 |byrne.home2@gmail.com

Auckland Co-Ordinator Regan Littlewood | 021 1860589 |reganlittlewood@live.com

Wellington Co-Ordinator Damian Geris 021 107 5760 |bsa.org.wellingtonclubcaptain@gmail.com

Club account: THE NZ BSA MOTORCYCLE OWNERS CLUB INC 01 0771 0212466 00

Club Meetings / Gatherings

Auckland 2nd Wednesday of month | Northcote Tavern, 37 Queen Street, Northcote. Check out
at 6.30pm the menu and prices at www.northcotetavern.co.nz

Auckland Rides
For emails about Auckland events contact Regan Littlewood reganlittlewood@live.com

Wellington 2nd Sunday of month Meet at Groundup Café, Pauatahanui. All welcome.
at 10.30am

Wellington Rides
Wellington rides are usually on the last Sunday of each month. For more details of rides phone
Damian Geris 021 107 5760 or bsa.org.wellingtonclubcaptain@gmail.com

Club Website
The official Club website is www.bsaoc.co.nz
BSA on Facebook )
NZ BSA Motorcycle Owners Club Facebook page www.facebook.com/groups/NZBSAMOC/ ﬂ
To join, email Simon byrne.home2 @gmail.com
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John Neill with his BSA A10 on the 2011 VCC East Coast

Suor g

Tour.
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2026
INTERNATIONAL

JOY MCKEAN

PROGRAMME INCLUDES

RIDE TO RANGIWAHIA
LUNCH AT RANGIWAHIA HALL
GYMKHANA
DINNER

NEW BANTAMS AND
OTHER BIKES WELCOME.

Bsa) CONTACT:

BANTAM

\=s=/ ashleybsa@xtra.co.nz
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